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here... these metaphors are getting all 
mixed...) People build the bridges, 
people lay the foundation, and another 
part of the ownership campaign is the 
owner loan campaign. At the time of 
publication, 40 owner-lenders have 
committed $155,000 in loans for the 
project. this total exceeds the first 
phase goal of $150,000 and is promis-
ing that the second phase goal of at 
least $100,000 will be easily achieved.

What does this all mean? it means 
our board work and the hard work 
of the co-op management team has 
produced ripe fruits (just like the ones 
in the produce section). it means that 
we’re two very big steps closer to our 
larger goal of a new location! 

And all signs point toward contin-
ued success. When the co-op moves it 
will be profitable as the steady increase 
in sales and the current 2% profit-
ability in three consecutive quarters 
indicates.

So what do you think? does board 
work sound like fun? that’s our hope. 
We feel it would be a travesty if we 
didn’t mention the word fun in our ex-
planation of board work. yes, we work 
hard. Sure, we make some tough deci-
sions. Sometimes, we even spend far 
too much time discussing word choice 
and stray punctuation in our policies. 
But at the end of the governance day 
we also have fun. We like and respect 
each other. We believe in the value of 
the work we do. We do take it very 
seriously, but we also laugh sometimes 
(a lot of the time, actually).

So, instead of just investing a few 
dollars a month in great spices and 
fresh produce, invest a few hours a 
month in the board of directors. Be a 
part of our bridges and foundations. Be 
a part of the difference we’re making 
in our community. 
a part of the difference we’re making 

PeoPle’s Food Co-oP oF Kalamazoo • The COOP SCOOP • FoURTH QUaRTeR 2008

Kalamazoo Local!

For me, being an owner of the 
People’s Food co-op and working 
for social and economic justice go 
together naturally. i hope you can tell 
from the description below that it’s 
fun and worthwhile to turn out in 
support of the work for justice done 
by iSAAc (interfaith Strategy for 
Advocacy in the community.) 

on Monday 
october 20, 
2008, a crowd of 
800 filled Galilee 
Baptist church 
to see dramatic 
presentations of 
the issues and 
support the solu-
tions presented 
by iSAAc.“Are 
you Smarter 
than a Preschool 
Graduate” pre-
sented serious 
facts in a game 
show format. “true or false: chil-
dren who participate in high-quality 
preschool are less likely as teenag-
ers or adults to become involved in 
crime?” Adult contestant Howard 
Steiner: “False!” Second-grader and 
Headstart graduate Rickelle cobb: 
“true!” Game show host Rev. carol 
Richardson, pastor of christian 
church – disciples: “true, you are 
right! Among at-risk children, par-
ticipating in high-quality preschool 
reduces involvement in crime by 
80%.” Superintendents Michael Rice 
(KPS) and Ron Fuller (KReSA), 
Peter Battani on behalf of the county 
Board of commissioners, and lead-
ers from united Way, upjohn, Great 
Start collaborative, etc., came for-
ward and pledged to collaborate in 
a Kalamazoo county committee for 
early childhood education, to create 
a public/private plan within 2 years 

to provide high-quality preschool ac-
cessible to all children in the county. 
Four candidates for State Rep. and 
both candidates for uS congress 
expressed their commitment to work 
for adequate, stable funding. 

After a somber presentation with 
candles blown out as the names of 
9 local youth killed by violence in 

2007 were 
read, the 
Mayor, the 
candidates for 
Sheriff and 
for Prosecu-
tor, and other 
leaders all 
agreed: “We 
pledge our 
support to 
ending youth 
violence 
in Kalama-

zoo county 
by working 

together to provide facilities and pro-
grams to create a safe environment 
for the children of our community.” 

iSAAc holds a public meeting 
every two years to mobilize com-
munity support for solutions to 
community concerns, in partnership 
with community agencies and public 
officials. Past public meetings have 
helped bring about the nurse-Family 
Partnership for at-risk first-time par-
ents, expansion of the Mobile dental 
clinic in the schools, the county 
Housing commission’s ability to help 
homeless people move into afford-
able apartments, and the Road con-
struction Apprenticeship Readiness 
program which helps people qualify 
for better-paying jobs. 
program which helps people qualify 

  

For more info go to 
www.isaackalamazoo.org 
or call 341-4213. 

“Are	You	Smarter	Than	a	Preschool	Graduate?”	game	show	
at	the	ISAAC	Public	Meeting.	Photo:	Holley	Lantz.

ISAAC 2008 Public Meeting
by Tobi Hanna-Davies
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PFC & Community Events Calendar
For other events and interesting timely news, see the PFC web site (http://www.peoplesfoodco-op.org)

Tuesday, December 23 
Board of Directors Meeting, 7 pm 
Bronson Hospital, Gilmore Center for Education 
Corner of Walnut and Healthcare Plaza, basement room 6 
Contact aliisa@logicalhost.com

Wednesday, January 4 
Community Potluck, 7 pm 
Come one, come all! Bring food, friends, and conversation. 
Meristem Co-op — 113 W. Dutton St.




