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Outstanding Owner by Heather Finch
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tobi hanna-Davies has been one of 
our owners since she and her husband 
moved here in late 2000. they have 
belonged to several other co-ops in 
other cities, because cooperative busi-
nesses “are unlike other stores where 
a few investors get the profits,” and 
because co-ops fit with their values 
about environmental stewardship.

When it comes to shopping in 
bulk and reusing jars and plastic bags, 
tobi is one of the best. She has a 
simple system—she always has canvas 
bags hanging by the back door, she 
keeps a running shopping list (on scrap 
paper), and puts her empty containers 
in the bags to take to the store. When-
ever she has a used plastic bag, such 
as from bread, she puts a twist tie on 
it to mark that it is clean, brings it to 
the store and fills it with flour, rice, or 

grains. If the bag isn’t clean enough for 
grains there is no twist tie on it and 
she uses those for anything she will 
wash, like produce.

“It just becomes a habit, and it 
makes me feel good I am not discard-
ing a lot of plastic because it’s so bad 
for the environment.”

tobi has been a vegetarian since 
reading Diet for a Small Planet in 1973. 
It was a pretty big change because she 
grew up on a beef farm and ate meat at 
every meal. “I learned to cook without 
meat, and now I have tons of recipes 
that people—even meat eaters—ask 
for, and the Co-op has a lot of meatless 
choices.”

“I enjoy my shopping at the Co-
op, the camaraderie of running into 
interesting people and getting to know 
the staff is wonderful. I feel like there 

is a community 

Tobi Hanna-Davies, Doug Davies, and grandchildren, Hannah and Hayden 
Lane-Davies (who love to shop at the Co-op).
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Products!

Visit www.organicalternatives.us 
or call (269) 492-5542

at the Co-op, and my grandkids love 
to come in with me and work the bulk 
dispensers. I feel like it gives them a 
chance to see where food comes from; 
all of the boxes and cans can be really 
deceiving.” 

tobi also likes to support down-
town businesses. “I could shop at a 
health food store closer to my home, 
but I am anti-sprawl. It’s not healthy 
for farms or natural beauty.”

the upcoming expansion of the 
Co-op excites tobi, and she loves the 
recent renovation of the store done 
in February of 2006. “the lighting 
is great, the produce is beautiful. I 
love the little carts!” Even though the 
lifetime membership tobi purchased 
in 2000 didn’t last her lifetime, she 
still chose to become an owner under 
the new system. “I want to support the 
Co-op, that’s all there is to it.” 

  



Monday February 25 
Lost Film Festival brought to you by  
Kalamazoo Collective Housing  
7-10pm 
The Little Theatre, on Oakland and Oliver 
Free!

Tuesday February 26 
PFC Board of Directors Meeting  
7-9pm 
Bronson Hospital, Gilmore Center for 
Education 
Corner of Walnut St. and Healthcare 
Plaza, Basement Room 5 
Contact aliisa@logicalhost.com

Sunday March 2 
Sewing: Simple Repairs and Resizing 
with The Naked Seed  
3-6pm 
The Gibbs House, 4503 Parkview Ave. 
RSPV at thenakedseed@yahoo.com

Saturday March 8 
Pie Time! Pie Baking Workshop with 
The Naked Seed  
4-6pm 
The Walnut Co-op, 302 Walnut St. 
RSPV at thenakedseed@yahoo.com

Saturday March 15 
Co-Ed Beginning Self-Defense with The 
Naked Seed  
10am-4pm 
WMU Bernhard Center 
RSPV at thenakedseed@yahoo.com

Sunday March 16 
PFC’s Annual Meeting 
5–7pm 
Bronson Hospital, Gilmore Center for 
Education

Tuesday March 25 
PFC Board of Directors Meeting  
7-9pm 
Bronson Hospital, Gilmore Center for 
Education 
Corner of Walnut St. and Healthcare 
Plaza, Basement Room 5 
Contact aliisa@logicalhost.com

Friday April 4 
Save the Ale Brewing Workshop with 
The Naked Seed 5-9pm 
The Gibbs House 4503 Parkview Ave. 
RSPV at thenakedseed@yahoo.com

436 S. Burdick St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

www.peoplesfoodco-op.org

PFC & Community Events Calendar
For other events and interesting timely news, see the PFC web site (http://www.peoplesfoodco-op.org)
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Dr. Kathryn Hafer
Chiropractor

Healing
Center

Gentle, Listening Approach
Chiropractic with multiple techniques

Available for all ages

(269) 383-HEAL (383-4325)
1122 S. Westnedge, Kalamazoo, MI 49008

You won’t miss a thing.

KalamazooArts.com

supporting, promoting and funding the arts
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